
Tô no Mapa  |  1

traditional community 
mapping in Brazil

Aug/2022        Dec/2022

app usage
report#4

Introduction

New winds are bringing hope 
to Peoples and Communi-
ties of Traditional Terri-
tories and Family Farm-
ers (IPLCs), for they are 
flourishing and regain-
ing protection to their 
rights. However, we are 
aware that hope does 
not mean guarantee. 
Struggling against histor-
ical inequities and promot-
ing the defense of the rights of 
IPLCs and family farmers depend 
on concrete and effective actions 
from various sectors of society, including 
government, civil society organizations, and 
the involvement of the private productive sec-
tor, always with the leading role of the commu-
nities. Accordingly, we continue to promote the 
Tô no Mapa, mobile application, an accessible, 
free, and safe application that enables Brazil-
ian Communities of Traditional Territories and 
Family Farmers to self-map their territories, as 
part of an initiative undertaken by the Amazon 
Environmental Research Institute (IPAM), the In-

stitute for Society, Population and Nature (ISPN), 
and the Cerrado Network, in partnership with 
the Cerrados Institute. The Tô no Mapa app is 
now supported financially by the Climate and 
Land Use Alliance (CLUA) and the Good Energies 

Foundation. This is the Fourth App Usage 
Report of the Tô no Mapa app which 

is covering the period from August 
to December 2022. In this report a 

brief history of the initiative is pre-
sented; a selection of pieces of 
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legislation related to IPLCs and Family Farmers; 
our priority action in the Brazilian state of Ma-
ranhão; the partnership built with the Tradition-
al Territories Platform of the National Council of 
Traditional Peoples and Communities (CNPCT 
for its acronym in Portuguese) and the Fed-
eral Public Ministry (FPM); data regarding 
the relationship between biodiversity 
conservation and Traditional Territo-
ries; along with improvements to the 
application and the outcomes of the 
records created so far. In addition, 
at the end of this report can be 
found the inspiring story of a com-
munity that mapped its territory 
using the application. Through the 
release of semi-annual reports, the 
Tô no Mapa team intends to inform 
about the current status of the 
initiative and to support, 
through data, evidence, 
and community sto-
ries of the struggles 
of IPLCs and Family 
Farmers in Brazil, 
encouraging a 
more sustainable, 
fair, and demo-
cratic future.
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Tô no Mapa was launched in October 
2020,  and since that moment, Peoples 
and Communities of Traditional Terri-
tories and Family Farmers have been 
registered in the application. On the 
website, https://tonomapa.org.br, 
there is ample consultation material 
such as videos, tutorials, and FAQs 
with explanations about the appli-
cation and self-map.

Along with producing knowledge and 
disseminating information about tra-
ditional populations and their territories 
through Tô no Mapa, communication ac-
tions are also promoted by means of articles 
and booklets, as well as social media content. 
For instance, the website provides access to the 
Guide to the Formalization of Traditional Terri-
tories, as well as to the first (November/2020 to 
May/2021), the second (June to December/2021), 
and the third Tô no Mapa report (January to 
July/2022). All reports can also be accessed in 
English through the links: #1 App Usage Report, 
#2 App Usage Report e #3 App Usage Report.  

Background

In this fourth report, we have access to the main 
results of Tô no Mapa for the period August to 
December 2022.

https://tonomapa.org.br
https://tonomapa.org.br
https://tonomapa.org.br/perguntas-frequentes/
https://tonomapa.org.br/vironoticia/
https://tonomapa.org.br/vironoticia/
https://tonomapa.org.br/guia-de-formalizacao-de-territorios-tradicionais/
https://tonomapa.org.br/guia-de-formalizacao-de-territorios-tradicionais/
https://tonomapa.org.br/guia-de-formalizacao-de-territorios-tradicionais/
https://tonomapa.org.br/guia-de-formalizacao-de-territorios-tradicionais/
https://tonomapa.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/To-no-mapa-relatorio-v1-ingles.pdf
https://tonomapa.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/To-no-mapa-relatorio2-v2-ingles.pdf
https://tonomapa.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/To-no-mapa-relatorio3_ingles.pdf
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We have selected the main Brazilian laws that relate, in some way, to 
Peoples, Traditional Communities and Family Farmers. On the Tô no 
Mapa website, you may refer to this material whenever you need to!

Access the Virô Notícia blog page and you can check the timeline 
about the legislations.

 • • • • • • 1996 • 1998 • 1999 • 2000 • • • • • • 2004 • 2006 • 2007 • 2008 • 2009 • 2010 • • • • • • 2021 • 2022 • 2023 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

What is said in the law about IPLCs 

https://tonomapa.org.br/2022/11/24/o-que-diz-a-lei-sobre-povos-comunidades-tradicionais-e-agricultores-familiares/
https://tonomapa.org.br/2022/11/24/o-que-diz-a-lei-sobre-povos-comunidades-tradicionais-e-agricultores-familiares/
https://tonomapa.org.br/2022/11/24/o-que-diz-a-lei-sobre-povos-comunidades-tradicionais-e-agricultores-familiares/
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Tô no Mapa is growing stronger in several regions 
of the state of Maranhão.

In addition to the introductory meetings already 
held in several organizations, communities have 
expressed the desire to map their areas and in-
crease the visibility of their struggles for the pro-
tection and right to their territory.

Between August and December 2022, five terri-
torial workshops were held in the municipalities 
of Alto Alegre do Pindaré, Itapecuru Mirim, Ana-
jatuba, Santa Rita, and Pindaré Mirim, the latter 
included the participation of community repre-
sentatives from the municipalities of Santa Inês, 
Monção, Igarapé do Meio, and Tufilândia.  To 
date, we have nearly 50 completed regis-
trations in these municipalities, which can 
be viewed on the Interactive Map on the 
Tô no Mapa website.

In the same period, five more workshops 
were held in the state thanks to a valu-
able partnership with the Cerrados Insti-
tute, which after each workshop provides 
monitoring and technical support for the regis-
tration in the application.

This effort has already supported the self-map-
ping of 21 communities in Itapecuru Mirim, San-

Tô no Mapa in the state of Maranhão

ta Rita, Tutóia, Cururupu, Brejo, Matões, Loreto, 
and Icatu.  

Also in December, Tô no Mapa promoted an 
exchange of knowledge and experiences be-
tween babassu coconut breakers in relation to 
the registration of the communities in the appli-
cation. Extractivist women from the community 
Pedrinhas Clube de Mães (Itapecuru Mirim) and 
Tatajubal (Santa Luzia do Paruá) joined the ac-
tivity. The participants had a fruitful conversation 
about insertion in the Tô no Mapa as a process 

which contributed to the organiza-
tional strengthening and visi-

bility of the communities.

https://tonomapa.org.br/mapa
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There is a complex and multifaceted relationship between 
the Federal Public Ministry, Traditional Peoples and Com-
munities, the defense of biodiversity, and the protection 
of Traditional Territories. According to Brazilian legisla-
tion, to protect biodiversity and Traditional Territories, 
including the defense of the rights of Traditional Peo-
ples and Communities, is part of the mandate of the 
Federal Public Ministry. However, effective protection 
also depends on a positive and collaborative rela-
tionship, involving dialogue and the active involvement 
of communities.

To this end, and supported by the GIZ Brazil Agency, it was 
created the Traditional Territories Platform (TTP) of the Na-
tional Council of Traditional Peoples and Communities (CN-
PCT) with the Federal Public Ministry, to strengthen the FPM’s 
efforts to protect these 
communities, as well as to 
raise society’s awareness 
through the management 
of georeferenced infor-
mation and data on Tra-
ditional Territories, their 
people, and their cultures. 
Tô no Mapa is a major 
partner of the initiative, as 
we share the same objec-
tives. For more information 
about TTP, visit the site: 
https://territoriostradicio-
nais.mpf.mp.br

Platform of Traditional Territories

https://territoriostradicionais.mpf.mp.br
https://territoriostradicionais.mpf.mp.br
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iodiversity Conservation and IPLCs 

echnological improvements in the app

Through their ways of life, Peoples, Traditional 
Communities and Family Farmers have become 
contributors to the conservation of biodiversity. 
From MapBiomas data (2021)*, it can be seen that 
the territories mapped by Tô no Mapa in the Cerra-
do biome have, on average, 76% native vegetation 
and 17% of their areas dedicated to pasture and 
agriculture. The figures show that, in 36 years, in 
these territories the land cover has changed little.

* MapBiomas Project - Collection 7.0 of the Annual Series of Land Use 
and Land Cover Maps of Brazil.. Available through the following link:  
https://mapbiomas.org. 

Between August and December 2022, the Tô no Mapa has made sev-
eral advances. The application and website updates bring more se-
curity to the registered communities and also to the data collected 
by the application. Tô no Mapa is developed in Free Software and 
disseminates the link to people interested in sharing technologies.

The code developed under the initiative is available at  
https://gitlab.com/eita/tonomapa. 

B

T

In 1985, nearly 80% of these territories were cov-
ered by native vegetation. This analysis reveals 
the significant role played by the livelihoods of 
the IPLCs and their territories in environmental 
conservation, especially when compared to the 
average of the Cerrado states, which have only 
50% of native vegetation (Ibid.). More data is be-
ing analyzed and generated by the Tô no Mapa 
initiative in an effort to demonstrate the impor-
tance of these communities for biodiversity con-
servation, especially in the Cerrado biome. 

https://mapbiomas.org/
https://gitlab.com/eita/tonomapa
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Outcomes

By December 2022, over a thousand users had 
signed up for the Tô no Mapa application. Only 
are included in this report those communities 
that have completed the mapping with all the 
necessary information and that have fulfilled 
the requirement of attaching the minutes of the 
community meeting to validate registration. 

A total of 191 communities of Traditional Territo-
ries are now registered and validated in the Tô 

no Mapa application, representing an increase of 
nearly 40% in relation to the results of the third re-
port from July 2022. The 191 communities occupy 
approximately 73,4000 hectares and are inhab-
ited by more than 20,000 families. The following 
states have the most communities mapped on Tô 
no Mapa:

Maranhão, with 65 registrations (34% of the total); 
followed by Minas Gerais, with 47 registrations 
(25%); and Bahia, with 22 registrations (12%).

Figure 1 shows the number of communities regis-
tered on the Tô no Mapa by state.  

Such communities living in traditional territories 
reflect part of the great diversity of Peoples, Tra-
ditional Communities and Family Farmers in Brazil.

In all, 16 segments, besides the Youth of Peo-
ples and Communities of Traditional Territories 
and Family Farmers were registered on the Tô 
no Mapa, with 47% of the communities declaring 
themselves as quilombolas, 37% as family farm-
ers, 14% as Indigenous Peoples, 12% as extrac-
tivists, 8% as geraizeiros (people of the Cerrado 
area), 7% as Fundos e fechos de pasto (tradi-
tional form of occupation of territories, making 
community land use with family farming), 6% as 
riparian, 6% as artisanal fishermen, and the sum 
of the other segments is 17%.  These numbers add 

65

47

22 22

14 12

5 4

MA MG BA MS GO TO MT PI

Fig 1 . Number of territories of traditional 
communities registered in the application 
by state
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up to more than 100% because communities on 
Tô no Mapa can self-declare to more than one 
segment at will.

Figure 2 shows the number of Communities per 
segment.

Maranhão and Minas Gerais are the two states 
with the highest percentage, being that 40% of 
the families are in the state of Maranhão and 20% 
in Minas Gerais.

Figure 3 shows the number of households per state.

There are several uses of the territories declared 
by the 191 communities mapped in the Tô no 
Mapa application.

A total of 2,125 points were declared as areas of 
use in the territories.

30% of these were indicated as locations with 
other types of uses, i.e., beyond the options of-
fered by the Tô no Mapa application at the time of 
registration. In the self-mapping, the application 
also offers communities the option to provide a 

Communities

Fig 3 . Number of households per state in the 
communities registered

8.147

4.074

2.465 2.235
1.791

1.062

109
536

MA MG MS BA GO TO MT PI

Fig 2 . Numbers of communities registered per segment In 
these 191 territories live 20,419 families.

89

71

27

22

15

14

12

11

11

8

3

1

1

1

2

2

Quilombolas

Family-scale farmers

Indigenous

Extractivist

Geraizeiros

Fundo e Fecho de Pasto

Ribeirinhos

Artisanal Fishermen

Veredeiros

Babassu coconut-breakers

Benzedeiros

Vazanteiros

Traditional Peoples

Ciganos

Retireiros

Terreiros People

Communities by segment/group type

AREAS OF USE
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Many are the conflicts reported by the commu-
nities that carried out the self-mapping in Tô no 
Mapa. A total of 287 conflict sites were reported 
in the 191 validated registrations. 

Therefore, there are 1.5 times more conflict areas 
than registered communities.  

Out of the total, 52.9% of the registrations report-
ed conflicts, indicating that for each community 

CONFLICTS

Fig 4 . Tipos de uso declarado nos territórios 
cadastrados

Types of use within territories

Other uses 
Farming area
Animal husbandry
Conservation
Extractivism
Fishing
Agroecological production
Tourism
Sacred Place
Reforesting

7%

7% 2%

30%

22%
15%

9%

7%

1%
1%

detailed description of how 
they use their territories.

Sacred spaces for the com-
munities were also mentioned, as 
well as cemeteries, sports courts, and 
schools, among others. Figure 4 depicts 
the number and percentage of land use 
types declared in the 191 mapped communities.
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Fig 6 . Types of conflicts per state

State Total 
conflicts Percentage

Maranhão 87 30%

Minas Gerais 87 30%

Tocantins 44 15%

Bahia 22 8%

Mato Grosso do Sul 20 7%

Goiás 15 5%

Mato Grosso 10 3%

Piauí 2 1%

that reported a conflict there is an average of 2.8 
conflict points.

Conflict over land is the most reported type, rep-
resenting 28% of the total, followed by conflict 
over water, which represents 18%.

In Figure 5 it is possible to observe conflict types 
by category. 

Figure 6 shows the number of conflicts reported  
per state.

The figures in the table below (Figure 7) refer to 
conflicts per segment.

In this table, as some communities self-declare 
as belonging to more than one segment, 

there are conflicts computed more 
than once per community.

As such, the conflict distribution 
percentage also changes in 

relation to the percentage 
calculated from conflicts 

per community.   
Fig 5 . Conflicts by category

Conflicts by category 

9%
3%

28%

18%

17%

12%

10%

1%

1%

Land conflict
Water conflict
Uncontrolled prescribed burns
Land invasion
Other conflicts
Pesticide contamination
Deforestation
Garimpo (Small-scale mining)
Mining
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Family Farmers 7 2 23 34 9 45 14 6 2 0 142 30.0

Benzedeiros 0 0 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 6 1.0

Extractivists 3 0 9 5 5 14 11 2 0 0 49 10.0

Fundos e fechos de 
pasto 2 0 8 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 13 3.0

Geraizeiros 2 0 11 2 1 1 0 1 0 0 18 4.0

Indigenous Peoples 0 0 16 2 0 0 4 0 0 0 22 5.0

Youth from 
Traditional Peoples 
and Communities

0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 3 1.0

Artisanal Fishermen 2 0 4 16 2 2 13 0 1 0 40 8.0

Peoples from 
Terreiros 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 1.0

Babassu coconut 
breaker 4 0 2 0 1 2 4 1 1 0 15 3.0

Quilombolas 28 1 36 13 15 8 13 7 1 0 122 26.0

Retireiros 1 0 1 1 1 1 3 0 0 0 8 2.0

Riparian 2 0 5 1 1 3 6 0 0 0 18 4.0

Vazanteiros 1 0 1 0 1 1 3 0 0 0 7 1.0

Veredeiros 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 2 0 0 5 1.0

Total 52 3 121 78 36 82 73 21 5 0 471 100.0

% 11 1 26 17 8 17 15 4 1 0

Fig 7 . Number of conflicts reported per segment
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In our Interactive Map it is possible to check all the communities 
with complete and validated registration. 

Access through: 
https://tonomapa.org.br/mapa

https://tonomapa.org.br/mapa
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Community organizes against green land 
grabbing and negative impacts of Estrondo 
Farms in western Bahia
Residents report on a condominium of ranches that intends to use the area of the 
territories as legal reserves for their properties. Rivers contaminated by pesticides, 
deforestation, curtailed freedom, and people being shot are part of the living 
history of Estrondo’s negative impacts on traditional communities

Stories about Peoples, Traditional Communities, 
and Family Farmers are featured on Virô 

Notícia, Tô no Mapa‘s blog! 

Segment: Geraizeiros

Municipality:  
Formosa do Rio Preto (BA)

Community:  
Cacimbinha

Eu Tô no Mapa 
(I´m on the map)

The Cacimbinha community located in the re-
gion of Formosa do Rio Preto, Bahia, is one of the 
seven traditional communities adversely impact-

ed by the Estrondo farm condominium installed in 
western Bahia. It occupies an area of more than 
440,000 hectares, and its consequences for the 

https://tonomapa.org.br/vironoticia
https://tonomapa.org.br/vironoticia
https://tonomapa.org.br/2022/12/08/comunidade-se-mobiliza-contra-grilagem-verde-e-impactos-negativos-das-fazendas-estrondo-no-oeste-da-bahia/
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region include the contamination 
of river water with pesticides, 
deforestation that threatens 
socio-biodiversity, and the 
obstruction of free circu-
lation among commu-
nities. Using security 
cabins installed in the 
territories, Estrondo 
wanted to curtail the 
freedom of the inhab-
itants, to the point of 
shooting geraizeiros. 

As reported by tradi-
tional populations living 
in the areas approached 
by the farms, green land 
grabbing has become 
common practice.  In other 
words, communities started to 
be registered as if they were legal 
reserves of Estrondo’s properties, 
and not territories inhabit-
ed by traditional families. 
According to the Brazil-
ian Forest Code, prop-
erties in the Cerrado 
must maintain 20% of 
the rural property as 
legal reserves, that is, 
free of deforestation. 
However, as this legal 
reserve does not nec-
essarily have to be on the 
same property, the farmer can 
register another area, outside the 
perimeter, as a legal reserve for the 
area he has deforested. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-33T-zQojZA
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FAMILIES
+ de 20 thousand

registered in the 
application

Traditional communities have been 
historically recognized as playing 
a key role in nature conservation, 
and in biomes such as the Cer-
rado, traditional territories have, 
over centuries, kept entire areas 
protected and preserved. Con-
sequently, if the conserved are-
as within traditional territories are 
property of anyone, they can only be 
possessed and owned by the residents 
of these communities. After all, vege-
tation and biodiversity in these areas 
have been maintained until today as 
a result of the traditional communities’ 
livelihoods in harmony with the natu-
ral environment.

on Tô no Mapa

completed 
registrations 191 

mapped

hectares of 
traditional territories  

734.000

40% of conflicts  
mapped relate to

conflicts orland
territory invasions 

representing

Maranhão is the state with the highest 
number of registered communities to date,  

34% of the total

https://tonomapa.org.br/2022/12/08/comunidade-se-mobiliza-contra-grilagem-verde-e-impactos-negativos-das-fazendas-estrondo-no-oeste-da-bahia/
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